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Casement 
Clear opening must be 

5.7 square feet, or 5 
square feet if grade 

floor opening. 
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Double Hung 
Clear opening must be 

5.7 square feet, or 5 
square feet if grade 

floor opening. 
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Attach to existing 
drain tile if available. 

Layer of granular fill 
for water absorption. 
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Deck or other projection 
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Or provide
frost protection
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* The window well shall allow the window be 
opened fully. 

EGRESS WINDOW REQUIREMENTS
REFER TO SECTION 310 OF THE 2019 RCO FOR MORE INFORMATION

JAN 2024

Basement bedroom/ 
sleeping room requirements 
Section R310

All sleeping rooms shall have at least one egress window 

(see illustration) meeting all these requirements:

• Sill height not more than 44 inches above floor,  
 measured from finish floor to clear opening.
• Openable area not less than 5.7 square feet* 
 (820 square inches.)

•  Opening height not less than 24 inches.

•  Opening width not less than 20 inches.

•  Emergency escape windows shall be operational from  
 the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools.

* Exception: Grade floor opening shall have a minimum 
net clear opening of 5.0 square feet.

Grade floor opening

A window or other opening located such that the sill height 
of the opening is not more than 44 inches (1118 mm) 
above or below the finished ground level adjacent the 
opening.

Minimum size for rescue/escape windows from 
sleeping rooms

24"
CLEAR
MIN.  

AS NEEDED TO 
EQUAL 5.7 SQUARE FEET 

(5.0 for exception above)
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NEEDED 
TO 
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above)

OPENABLE
AREA

5.7 SQ. FT.
MINIMUM

OPENABLE
AREA

5.7 SQ. FT.
MINIMUM

FLOOR

SILL HEIGHT
44" MAXIMUM
TO CLEAR OPENING

20" NET
CLEAR 
OPENABLE
WIDTH


